
Looking for ways to support 

Wilderness Ranch? 

 Pray for Wilderness 

Ranch Particularly  this 

new program we will be 

launching. 

 Give to Wilderness Ranch 

Financially, all donations 

over $20.00 are eligible 

for a tax receipt. 

 Spread the word about 

Wilderness Ranch.  

 Do you have some grass 

that needs mowing?  

Every year we are always 

looking for supporters to 

board our camp horses.  

This is a great way to 

help camp out! 

 Do you have a horse that 

hasn’t been saddled in a 

coon’s age ?  Camp is al-

ways looking for kid 

friendly horses. (FYI the 

average life span of a ra-

coon is 2-3 years in the 

wilderness, “Coon’s age” 

refers to this number.) 

 Hello,  I hope you are doing well.  The world 
changed a few short months ago and it has drasti-
cally altered how ministry is happening throughout 
the world.  Wilderness Ranch is no different.  Earlier 
this month we decided to not run our summer pro-
gram at Wilderness Ranch due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. 
 Camp can’t happen because our world is un-
der a pandemic, so what ministry can?  A few years 
ago Mountain Valley Ranch was the host site of a 
bible school program called Foundations run 
through the Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute.  That 

program ceased to run in 2014.  Our contingency plan in lieu of 
our regular program is to offer a Foundations like program this 
summer.  My hope and vision is to offer something new and 
fresh to those who choose to sign up for the program.  Now I 
know what you are asking, if you can’t run camp, how can you 
run a bible school?  The idea is simple, we will have a group of 
twelve students aged 16-24.  The small group will be able to 
self isolate together and become a cohort family of their 
own.  One of the biggest risks of running camp this summer 
would be the potential of having an outbreak.  Introducing a 
new group of kids every week would greatly increase the likeli-
hood of an outbreak happening.  With a small group of young 
adults staying at the camp the risk of an outbreak is minimal. 
 This past February our board got together for a visioning 
meeting at Mountain Valley Ranch.  One of my key takeaways 
from the meeting was simply understanding what makes Wil-
derness Ranch what it is.  I believe that there are five key pil-
lars that set us apart as an organization: Discipleship, Educa-
tion, Wilderness, Horses, and Community.  My hope is that this 
discipleship program can really resonate with those pillars.  Ra-
ther than offering just another bible school experience we are 
planning on educating the young people who come to this dis-
cipleship school in old world craftsmanship and western tradi-
tion.  We intend on teaching basic blacksmithing, leatherwork, 
culinary arts, horsemanship, and butchery.  I intend to bring in 
guest bible lecturers each week.  We will bring in guest horse-
manship clinicians and spend some time doing some wilder-
ness camping.   
 This program isn’t designed to replace camp.  My hope is 
that this program accompanies it.  Part of the intention of this 
program is to develop and train young people and potentially 
future staff members.  Rather than lamenting the inability to run 
our regular program we are looking at what we can do to pre-
pare for the next five summers.  Part of the program will be 
work projects to offset the low registration costs.  Perhaps this 
summer will be a launch pad for the next five.  

What can you do to help?  Firstly, please pray for Wil-
derness Ranch and this new idea that we are exploring.  I don’t 
know if it will be a success or a failure at this point but we are 
choosing to look faithfully forward to the call that God has put 
on our organization.  Pray that God would bring us students 
and that the government regulation might relax a little more 



come summer time.  Second, we need students to sign up! We 
only have 10 spots out of 12 remaining.  Two have been taken 
by young people who were planning to work at camp this sum-
mer.  Do you know a young person that would benefit from this 
program?  Tell them about it!  Third, give financially to Wilder-
ness Ranch.  I wanted to make this Discipleship School as af-
fordable as possible with the intent that any young person who 
wanted to spend their summer at Wilderness Ranch could af-
ford to do so.   We are charging only $850 for our six week pro-
gram.  This is a deal!  Thanks to a grant that we received earli-
er in the year, we should be able to break even.  In actuality 
the cost of tuition should be closer to $1600 per student.  If you 
like the idea of us running a discipleship training school and 
biblically educating young people to be future leaders in the 
church please consider donating to Wilderness Ranch this 
summer. 

We are not alone.  I have spent many hours over the 
last two months meeting online with other camp directors from 
across Canada.  Every camp is making these tough decisions 
of whether or not they can run and if they do what regulations 
do they need to consider.  Perhaps God’s plan for this summer 
is not to put hundreds or thousands of kids through each camp 
this summer.  Perhaps God’s plan for this summer is for each 
camp to deeply disciple twelve and raise up leaders within our 
church.  I am hopeful for what God has in store this sum-
mer.  For it is often in the small things that God moves mighti-
ly.  God Bless and have a great spring!   

 

The Wilderness Ranch Annual General Meeting will be held on June 7 in 

Claresholm at the Casa Roma restaurant at 5pm.  If the restaurant is not open 

to an adequate capacity to hold our meeting we will have the meeting online 

using Zoom.  Any camp donor is an eligible voter at this meeting and can be 

nominated to serve on our Board of Directors.  If you have an interest in serv-

ing Wilderness Ranch in this capacity or simply attending the meeting please 

RSVP to kennethdavidolson@gmail.com  

Are you no longer wanting to 

be on the Wilderness Ranch 

mailing list?  If so please email 

kennethdavidol-

son@gmail.com with the word 

“unsubscribe“ in the subject 

line.  Please include your mail-

ing address and full name in 

the body of the email. 

Would you rather receive this 

newsletter digitally?  If so , 

email the director at ken-

nethdavidolson@gmail.com  

Include the word “Mailing” in 

the subject line and include 

your full name and mailing ad-

dress in the  body of the mes-

sage. 


